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Grande successo per la trontesima edizione della revocazione del Motogiro
d'Italia. Divisa in sei tappe per en totale di 1,662 chilometri,
ha attraversato cinque regioni: Emilia-Remagna, Marche, Umbria, Toscana

e Lazie. La wittoria & andata per la decima volta a Marco Tomassini

ik Clmado eiluisial, Jegs @ Moemanan Yalkiie
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Story and photos by Corey Levenson

The Motogiro d'Italia, a legendary event, has been
a decades-long dream for me.

Friends who have experienced it raved about the incredible
time they had. Riding around Italy for a week on classic motor-
cycles sounded like pure bliss. However, obstacles like the logis-
tics of traveling from the U.S. and finding a suitable ride kept my
dream on the back burner.

But then, towards the end of summer 2022, my good friend
Mateo (despite not being Italian) made me an offer I couldn’t
refuse. He had purchased a charming home in Montefegatesi, a
small ancient town near Pisa, and generously offered me a place
to stay and use of a classic bike if I registered for the Motogiro
and flew to Italy. It was as if the stars had finally aligned, and I
started planning my long-awaited adventure.

Origins of the Motogiro d’ltalia

The original Motogiro d'ltalia road race ran from 1914 until
1957. The peak years were 1953-1957 when the event started and
finished in Bologna with races averaging 3,000km over six days.
The Motogiro was the first big event on the annual calendar for
[talian road racing. It was held in March/April followed by the
Mille Miglia in May and, finally, the Milan-Taranto race in July.

ASSICS September/October 2023

Roaming Tuscan Roads on Classic Motorcycles

The Motogiro was a prestigious event and competition was
fierce with all the major Italian manufacturers competing in
classes ranging from 75cc-175cc. In the final 1957 edition, the
various classes were won by riders on bikes made by Benelli,
Ducati, Laverda and MV Agusta.

As a result of a tragic accident in that year's Mille Miglia when
a Ferrari went off the road killing the driver, navigator and ten
spectators, the Italian government outlawed all racing on public
roads and the Motogiro went dormant for over thirty years.

Resurrection of the (Modern) Motogiro d’'ltalia

In 1989, a local motorcycling organization, Moto Club Terni,
relaunched the Motogiro d'ltalia with sanctioning from the
Fédération Internationale de Motocyclisme (FIM) and the Federazione
Motociclistica Italiana (IMF).

It was initially run as a historical re-enactment with entries
restricted to bikes made no later than 1957 and no larger than
175cc, but the current version of the event has categories to
accommodate all bikes. There's a wide variety of bike classifica-
tions allowing for entry of pretty much any motorcycle. This year’s
groups were: “Heritage” bikes made from 1914-1949, “Historical
Re-enactment” bikes of 75, 100, 125 and 175cc, “Vintage” bikes
made from 1967-1969, “Classic” bikes made from 1970-1980,
“Motogiro” bikes made from 1980, Scooter, and Tourist (any year,
any make — not timed).




Just another day

B tooling around Tuscany [
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on a classic BMW.




A 1955 Moto Guzzi
Airone 250 waiting to be
inspected before the ride.

Is it a Race or a Ride?

Although the original Motogiro was a full-on race, the
modern version can be ridden in one of two ways: as a
timed competitor, where punctuality is more important
than speed, or as a tourist in which case there’'s no need
to watch the clock — you just enjoy the ride.

If ridden as a competition, it's a regularity rally with
a few low-speed agility tests thrown in. Each rider is
issued a timecard every morning with their race number
on it. The goal is to start the ride at your designated
time, arrive at all the control checkpoints at specific
times, and finish at your designated time. At the end of
the day, you hand in your card with all the time stamps.

The standings are tallied each night and the leaders

in each category are announced. Typically, the
Italian riders go home with all the awards.
They know the roads and they are damn fine
riders. Their advice to us newbies was: “No
brake!”. And it’s true: I followed a few of them
through the twisties and rarely saw a brake
light come on.

The Course
The route changes each year. Last year it
was in southern ltaly, this year was Tuscany,
and next year's route will be announced this
Fall — it’s rumored that it will be at the end of
May 2024, and might be in the Northwest. For
updates, keep an eye on the event’s website:
motogiroitalia.it
Navigating the route depended on spotting
what seemed like a thousand red arrows on
yellow cards zip tied to posts along the road-
side and at the entrance to each of the dozens
1929 Rudge Ulster with hand shift and Brooklands silencer — a rare sight! of roundabouts we went through. If I arrived at

i ] = |
LY
™ol W

. -

e

_ . |
i - o

Getting ready to start the ride in the shadow of the cathedral.
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The rest stop at the Piaggio museum featured scooters as well as rare Gileras and Moto Guzzis.

a roundabout and there was no arrow, it meant I'd missed a turn
and had to backtrack.

We had an escort of a half dozen carabinieris on Ducatis and
Yamahas. They were awesomely skillful riders and, between
their presence and our numbered race bibs, we were somewhat
immune to many of the traffic laws. Obviously, no one did any-
thing downright dangerous, but things that are normally illegal
like lane-splitting, passing in no-passing zones and treating the
KPH speed limits as MPH limits were shrugged off. Mechanics
swept the course, so it was important to stay on the planned
route or they wouldn't find you if you broke down.

This year's course went through almost 1,000 miles of Tuscany.
We started and finished in Pisa and spent six days riding, spend-
ing nights in Arezzo, Chiancano Terme and San Vincenzo along
the way.

Sunday, May 21, was the first official day of the event and
was spent scrutineering the bikes, applying numbers, picking

up credentials/schwag and attending a riders meeting. The rid-
ing started at 9 a.m. on May 22 with the first Stage going from
Pisa to Arezzo (145 miles). Tuesday was a 143-mile loop start-
ing and finishing in Arezzo. Stage Three took us from Arezzo to
Chianciano Terme (139 miles) with a loop starting and finishing
in Chianciano on Stage Four (170 miles).

On the Fifth Stage we rode to San Vincenzo on the coast (166
miles) and stayed at a hotel on the beach that night. You could
see the islands of Elba and Corsica from the shore. The final day
of riding, on Saturday, May 27, we rode back to Pisa the long way
via Mateo’s tiny town of Montefegatesi (184 miles).

The finish, at the foot of the Leaning Tower of Pisa, was accom-
panied by lots of hugging and congratulations. With any experi-
ence where the levels of risk and reward are elevated, there's a
feeling when it ends of both sadness that it's over and fulfillment
that the venture was successfully completed. The closing event
was a nice final gala dinner at the hotel that night.

.'I-
- ¥

Left: The dachshund riding pillion on this 1931 Gilera 150 was extremely brave! Right: A 1955 Mondial Turismo Veloce

having its points checked.

£
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Left: One of the group dinners. The food was outstanding! Right: A couple of the British riders at the stage finish in San

Vincenzo on the coast.

something new like a Vespa or a
modern Ducati.

The Riders

The Motogiro draws an inter-
national crowd. About a third
of riders were Italian, a quarter
were from the UK., 12% were
from Germany and 10% from the
U.S. The rest are Dutch, Spanish,
Swedish, Norwegian, Australian,
Polish, Belgian and Swiss.

Many of the riders had been
doing the Motogiro for years,
including one Italian fellow who
hadn’'t missed one in 30 years.
There were also many folks for
whom, like me, this was their first

Motogiro. Out of the 190 or so  Left: Checking the class standings each evening. Right: Cheering school kids greeted us as we
riders, I'd estimate that a dozen  rode through their town. It really made you feel like a hero!

were women. As in the classic
motorcycling world in general, I'd guess the average rider was a
65-year-old guy.

My Motogiro

Mateo is a member of an eclectic group known as the “Lucky
Bastards.” They're a bunch of about a dozen rabid motorcycle
enthusiasts spread around the world (mostly the U.S.) who get
together for social events like the Motogiro. Most of them were
present at this year's Motogiro. I spent a lot of time hanging out
with them and learning the ropes. Most of them own bikes which
they keep in Italy for such occasions. Mateo arranged for me to
ride a low-mileage blue 1974 BMW R90/6 that belonged to a fel-
low Lucky Bastard who couldn't participate this year.

My relationship with the Beemer was like an arranged mar-
riage. She and I had never seen each other before the first day of
riding but, over the course of a few days, Brunhilda let me know
how she liked me to shift gears, and I learned what to expect in
response to throttle inputs and squeezing the brakes. We got
along fine. I made sure her oil level stayed topped up and she got
me through some sketchy situations and provided a confidence-
inspiring ride.

The Motogiro Demands Respect
This is not a ride for novices. The Motogiro website describes
it as “most beautiful and treacherous.” Believe it. Very little of

and Rockers.
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Left: Perhaps the perfect Motogiro bike — A 1949 Moto Guzzi Airone Sport 250 horizontal single. Right: Dining al fresco in

the middle of the Motogiro. What could be more Italian?

Tuscany is flat — most of the time we were either ascending or
descending the sides of steep hills, negotiating thousands of
blind hairpins connected by short sections of straight-ish road
with limited line of sight. There was a lot of shifting, braking
and accelerating on roads with very few center lines and no
guard rails.

The road surfaces could be shady, sunny, wet or dry and varied
from billiard table-smooth to broken and potholed to unpaved.

Entering Bagni di Lucca, popular for centuries thanks to its hot springs.

We saw a lot scenes like this. Narrow roads, no traffic and stunning vistas.

36 MOTORCYCLE CLASSICS — September/October 2023

As lovely and distracting as the scenery was, the roads demanded
near total focus. We encountered sun, rain and even a little hail
during the week.

The Motogiro is an endurance event that tests both riders
and motorcycles. Of the 200 riders who registered this year, 189
showed up for the event and 144 finished. Mechanical problems
were not uncommon and, unfortunately, several folks left the ride
in ambulances.

Thinking About Doing It?

The registration cost depends on the exchange rate
(Dollars to Euros) and whether you ride as a tourist or in
a timed class but figure $1,600-51,800. A single room will
cost an extra $250 or so. The fee includes hotels every
night, breakfasts, a group dinner each evening, luggage
transfers and a nice, embroidered polo shirt, hat and a
pair of Domino grips (they're one of the sponsors).

Pisa is seven time zones from where I live in Texas. |
had planned to get there two days before the event to
get over my jet lag but, thanks to a threatened strike by
Italian airport workers, my flight was delayed two days
and I got there just in time to start riding. If you go, leave
yourself enough time to get used to the new time zone.

The right bike will enhance your riding experience.
With an average speed of about 30 miles per hour, a
nimble bike with good braking, acceleration, and han-
dling is ideal. Many riders opted for singles up to 500cc
displacement, including beautiful Italian
brands like Moto Guzzi, Mondial, Parilla,
Benelli, MV Agusta, Motobi and Ducati.
If you prefer a heavier bike, ensure it has
decent suspension and reliable brakes. Of
course, next year's route may be less twisty,
and a bigger bike might be fine.

Riding started each day at 9 a.m. and
was usually over by 4 p.m. Dinner typically
started at 9 p.m. and ended at 10:30. This is
later than most Americans like to eat, espe-
cially since we were up early to get break-
fast, check out of the hotel, gear up and get
riding. As they say: “When in Rome ...”

If you ride in the tourist class, you can
dawdle a bit and spend some time explor-
ing the towns along the way. There were
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Left: Downtown 1,000-year-old Montefegatesi as the Motogiro comes to town. Right: Crossing the finish line in Pisa —

feeling a bit sad but very satisfied.

also two stages that started and finished at the same hotel so
those were good days to take some time off the bike and do some
shopping and sightseeing if you wanted a break from riding.

Carry some cash for gas. Attendants take a lunch break
between about noon and three. None of my credit cards worked
in the automated self-serve gas stations. They did take Euro
notes, however, so make sure you have some of those on hand.

Enjoyment of the event depends on having the right attitude.
Things are a bit loosey goosey and occasionally go wonky. You
just have to roll with the punches and tell yourself it will be lovely,
whatever happens. Because it will.

Reasons To Go

The camaraderie and opportunity to make new friends is one of
the best reasons to participate in such events. There were plenty
of English-speaking folks to chat with and, between the Lucky
Bastards, other Americans and the Brits, | made at least a dozen
new friends.

The scenery during the ride was absolutely stunning. From
olive groves and vineyards to waterfalls, fields of vibrant wild-
flowers and jasmine, and charming medieval villages, my senses
were treated to a feast. The food offerings such as coffee, pastries,
cheeses, cold cuts, pasta, tiramisu, pizza, and gelatos were excel-
lent and surprisingly affordable.

The riding experience itself was incredible. Regardless of your
skill level, you'll probably be a better rider by the end of the ride
compared to when you started. The hundreds of hairpin turns
and diverse road conditions pushed me to improve my bike
handling skills.

Most of the roads were small with very little traffic. The variety
of landscapes was amazing. One day we were riding through
crisp mountain air up to an Italian ski resort and the next day we
were riding along the coast with the sun glinting off the water.
There were forests of chestnut trees and lush rolling hills topped
by ancient stone settlements. We enjoyed rest stops in piazzas
shaded by centuries-old cathedrals while eating local salamis,
breads and cheese and sampling the local wine while the cara-
binieri stood nearby chatting with each other.

The Spirit of the Motogiro d’'ltalia

Massimo Mansueti is President of Moto Club Terni and
Organizer of the Motogiro. When [ asked him what made the
Motogiro such a special event, his reply was: “The emotion we
feel and share with others is the reason we've been organizing

- Fada Elal Terml
= | lhore Lieral -

this event since 1989. Getting to know new enthusiasts and forg-
ing new friendships is our reward for the huge organizational
effort we make. The tearful embraces at the finish line give us the
strength to continue.”

He also felt it's about carrying on with tradition: “The knowl-
edge that we're organizing a historical re-enactment of the oldest
and best-known of Italian motorbike races, which was the driving
force behind the Italian motorbike industry for so many years,
and which is now known all over the world, leads us every year to
always try to improve.”

Massimo stressed the fundamental attraction of travel and
adventure: “Even in the digital age, the connection between
people and the land endures. New destinations evoke powerful
emotions, sensations and a yearning for exploration. Travelers
cherish the memories of their journeys forever. The Motogiro
d'Italia offers enthusiasts a chance to embark on timeless adven-
tures, riding their cherished motorcycles through historic roads
and captivating places.”

[ thoroughly enjoyed the Motogiro d'Italia and my ride in this
year's event motivated me to try to repeat the experience. When [
got home and my friends asked me what it was like, I told them If
heaven exists and | manage to sneak in, I hope to spend eternity
rolling through Tuscany on a vintage bike. Who needs wings when
you have two wheels and endless Italian landscapes? MIC

Discover the Complete Italian Heritage

A-Z of Italian Motorcycle Manufacturers is the most complete
directory of Italian motorcycles available today. In addition
to covering the most famous Italian factories, this is a defini-
tive guide to the marques that have had little or no coverage.
Some might be familiar, while others are remembered for
their racing achievements, and many
will never have been heard of by most
readers. Topics covered include the
history of the once great factories;
marques that build motorcycles exclu-
sively for racing; details of the most
important motorcycles each manufac-
turer built, and each marque’s greatest
achievement. This title is available at
store.MotorcycleClassics.com or by
calling 800-880-7567. Mention promo
code: MMCPANZS. Item #10838.
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MOTORCYCLE ROAD RACING AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF TWO-WHEEL

CULTURE IN CONTEMPORARY ITALY
WENDY POJMANN

VOLUME 20 | 2024

Just outside Austin, Texas, MotoGP pilots test the power of racing bikes on the Circuit of the Americas, a 5.5-kilometer track known for its
challenging hairpin turns and a 41-meter elevation change. Fans cheer on their favorite riders, such as Spaniard Marc Marquez, Australian
Jack Miller and the most recent Italian world champion Francesco Bagnaia. Enthusiastic spectators dream of the thrill of riding one of their
machines by makers such as Honda, Yamaha, Ducati and Aprilia. While most of the MotoGP motorcycles are outside the reach of many riders
because of their cost and the skill level required to ride them, they are still an important part of the history of the brands and account for
their success in reaching customers on more modest machines.

What few spectators are aware of, however, is that before the closed race circuit became the primary place for showcasing the top riders on
the top bikes, the open road was where riders tested speed and skill with onlookers lining the roadsides. The two oldest and ongoing
motorcycle road races in the world, the Isle of Man TT, which started in 1907, and the Motogiro d'ltalia that dates to 1914 still attract
enthusiasts excited to see how pilots and bikes perform under real road conditions, but the races have taken modified forms since the early
days of their inception. The Isle of Man moved in and out of the Grand Prix circuit to become a tourist trophy race, hence the TT designation.
The treacherous event is run on narrow roads across the island on newer motorcycles that reach the current maximum speeds and is known
for its extreme risks. There were no deaths in the 2024 edition for the first time since 2012 (Curphey). However, there have been more than
280 total rider fatalities and numerous spectator and marshal injuries and deaths during the race’s history. Today's Motogiro, instead, is a 6-
day time trial and skills ride on predominantly vintage motorcycles designed to pay homage to the early years of racing more than to push
boundaries; in fact, one of the current rules is to obey posted speed limits (Motogiro).

This article focuses on the golden age of the Motogiro and related Italian road races, such as the Milano-Taranto (whose first version dates to
1919 when it went from Milan to Naples), because of their influence on the development of motorbike culture in Italy. Currently, Italy leads
Europe in per capita sales of two-wheeled vehicles and ranks seventh worldwide behind Asian nations such as Vietnam and Thailand (Statista
14-15). Travelers to Italy often note the prevalence of scooters and motorcycles weaving in and out of traffic, especially in large cities such as
Rome and Naples. In the popular imagination, Italy is the land of Vespas where stylish young men and women zip around on cobblestone
streets as did Gregory Peck and Audrey Hepburn in the dolce vita era film Roman Holiday. But why did Italy become the land of two-wheeled
travel and how did road racing contribute to it?

Numerous scholars and journalists have pointed out that the automobile industry boomed later in Italy than in other parts of Europe (e.g.
Friedman; Nehum and Derrick; Mazzanti). Italy’s economic miracle did not begin in earnest until about 1958, much later than in other war-
torn nations such as Germany and Japan, also nations with important motorcycle industries. Bicycles and small cylinder motorbikes were
much cheaper than cars and thus more in line with what working class Italians could afford. Moreover, the narrow streets and warm climate
made Italian towns across the peninsula ideal for this mode of transportation. In a good part of Italy, motorbikes can be ridden year-round.
However, it is more than economics or climate that contributed to the popularity of two-wheeled vehicles. Important cultural connections
between the sport of road racing and the realities of daily life help account for the spread of motorbike ownership and its integration into
Italian culture.

Owning a scooter or motorcycle in Italy today is unremarkable and nearly every resident of Italy has ridden on one. There is little of the
discourse of the danger of motorcycles or that of motorcyclists as troublemakers as is prevalent in popular conversations about American
motorcycle culture (Stanfield). Images of motorcyclists in outlaw motorcycle clubs date back to the Marlon Brando film The Wild One (1953)
and have since been upheld by Hollywood through the 2024 release The Bikeriders. American motorcycle culture is known to Italians but not
shared by them.

The popularity of motorcycle road racing, especially during the so-called golden years of the Motogiro from 1953 to 1957, contributed to the
flourishing of the Italian motorcycle industry before the economic boom when the automobile became more widespread. Between 1950 and
1960, motorcycles and scooters circulating on Italian roads grew from just under 1 million to nearly 3 million (Sarti 21). In races such as the
Motogiro d'ltalia and the Milano-Taranto, skilled pilots became popular heroes in the places they sped through on the latest model
motorcycles from makers such as Ducati, Moto Guzzi, and Moto Morini. Spectators lined the streets to cheer on their favorite riders, sought
their autographs and took photos with them. As Italian journalist Arturo Rizzoli has noted, “When the circus of the Giro Motociclistico d'ltalia
(to give the race its full name) came to town, workers downed their tools and rushed out of their factories and kids ran out of school. Nobody
could resist the appeal of such a magnificent spectacle, especially as Italy was a country where even owning a bicycle was considered a luxury
and just seeing a motorbike was a huge attraction (Rizzoli 15).” These motorized machines became the stuff of dreams of children of all ages.
What freedom to hop on a Benelli or a Mondial and head into the hills!
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Closed circuit motorcycle track racing had taken place at the Monza racetrack since the early 1920s. The first international competition, the
Motorcycle Grand Prix of Nations, was held there on September 8, 1922, when Amedeo Ruggeri won the 1000cc class on a Harley Davidson
and Ernesto Gnesa captured the smaller class on a 350cc Garelli two-stroke. The prewar races, however, were accessible only to well-to-do
Italians because of the costs of traveling and paying the ticket fee (Lodi). The road races, in contrast, were completely free to anyone who
could find a spot alongside the routes. The long stretches through the country made a short trip to catch a glimpse of the riders, a possible
family outing. Already in the 1910s, short road races had appeared in various parts of Italy (Mansueti). Gnesa, for example, won a 315 km
race in 1912 in the Valtellina in northern Italy on a 334cc Bucher produced in Milan (Cascina Gobba). Despite sometimes poor weather
conditions, residents came out to enjoy the spectacle and the road races proved popular.

Road racing did not disappear during the years of fascism and World War Il. The Milano-Taranto was called the Mussolini Cup and ran from
1937 to 1940, returning with an official edition again as the Milano-Taranto in 1950. People clearly had a thirst for the races to resume and
took to the streets as the war came to an end, “once the war was over, the desire for motorcycling, for challenges, for adventure, was in the
DNA of those who loved motorbikes and it came back stronger than before. The echo of the war had not yet died down and the city of
Tortoreto (Teramo) was already organizing the first city circuit as early as August 1945 (Milano-Taranto).” The Motogiro came back in 1953
after a longer hiatus. Motorcycle manufacturers quickly realized they had an opportunity to reach the public with new motorbikes used for
the races as they sought to recover from the hardships of the wartime era.

The postwar races extended from the few hundred kilometers of earlier competitions to more than 2000 km over multiple days and brought
thousands of spectators out to the streets and town squares in cities, towns, and villages throughout the country. Fans anxiously awaited
news about the routes to know when and where the riders might pass near their towns. They came out in droves to participate in the
excitement. A description of the 578-km third leg of the race on 1 April 1953 mentions huge crowds of people alongside the Lungomare
(coastal road) in Bari early at the start of the race on day three, and then again at the end of the day in the Marches where, “the crowd of
spectators waited, hopeful and champing at the bit for the arrival of the winner of the previous stages (Pionava 68).” The road races gained
even more popularity than the track races. In addition to costs, closed tracks had become less accessible during the war. The Monza
racetrack was transformed into a depository for military vehicles, and it wasn't until the early 1950s that new race tracks appeared in Lazio
and then in Emilia-Romagna (Lodi). Postwar efforts focused on repairing roads and transportation systems so Italians could get back to work.
By 1953, road conditions had improved along with people’s spirits and many Italians were using two-wheels to make their commutes to
work. The roads, albeit still often rough, were deemed suitable for high-speed passage.

Race onlookers saw first-hand how the new bikes looked, sounded, smelled, and performed on Italian roads and they got to inspect them up
close during breaks in the race days. It was a perfect way for makers to impress fans, who would then share their experiences with friends
and families, while regional and national reporters filled the papers with photos and stories of adventure. The live action of the Motogiro
offered a taste of motorcycling that no show room or trade fair ever could. The Italian press, such as the daily paper Stadio, referred to the
1953 edition of the Motogiro as “the event of the century,” and noted its importance in bringing the spectacle of motorcycling back to the
nation, “A good 33 brands, 115 Moto Clubs from across Italy and more than 400 riders have responded to our call: the Giro has mobilized the
industry, galvanized motorcycling associations, and has fueled the flames of enthusiasm of hundreds and hundreds of Centaurs...the Giro
has its success assured just as it is beginning (Pionava 33).” Television in Italy did not become widespread until after 1954 with the creation of
RAI, Radiotelevisione italiana, which meant that live spectator sports such as the road races could count on a large following from people
seeking low-cost entertainment to enjoy in the company of others.

In the earlier years of the Motogiro and other road races, especially during the 1920s, mass produced motorbikes dominated. In fact,
Motogiro organizers were lenient with manufacturers to get them to participate in their races without having to make big investments
(Mansueti). Most of the small cylinder motorcycles, with displacements of not more than 175cc, were juiced up versions of regular street
models. Despite the interest in their motorbikes, many of the manufacturers lacked the resources to invest in racing bikes and, during the
postwar era, used what materials and parts they had available, with uncertain expectations and results. In the first races of the 1950s, Ducati
entered several riders on their small Cucciolo, a 50cc, that ended up winning second place overall in the under 75cc category. It was a bike
fans could relate to as well since many Italians owned at least a bicycle and used it to get to work (Lodi). What if they attached a small motor
to their own bicycle to be able to go longer distances in a short time? The Cucciolo was followed by Ducati's 98cc, which became the brand's
first “real” winning motorcycle and showed the public what a small, rugged machine could do.
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A Ducati Cucciolo (1946-58), Ducati Museum in Bologna, Italy. [Fig.1 & 2]

Energized by the performance of these early models and their potential larger appeal, Ducati then put more resources into creating what
became an emblematic Motogiro bike, the 100 Gran Sport known as the “Marianna” (because produced in a Marian year).[1] The model won
the 1955 100cc class. Designed by the now celebrated Ducati engineer Fabio Taglioni, the motorcycle underscored the link between
suitability for road racing and the potential for production for the public. Livio Lodi, Curator of the Ducati Museum in Bologna explains, “If
you make a motorcycle that wins, people identify with it. People saw the Marianna win and they wanted it (Lodi).” Taglioni was, in fact,
charged with making a victorious bike. He designed the Marianna in just 40 days based on ideas from popular British motorbikes of the time.
Lodi notes that Ducati legend holds that the engineer even went six months without pay to see his idea come to fruition. It was a success for
him and for Ducati, which could now easily compete for a piece of the market alongside the older Italian makers. Ducati won again in the
100cc class the following year and captured the 125cc class as well with what became the 125 GP Desmo. This motorcycle featured the
maker’s special valve system known as desmodromic. The Gran Sport proved to be a motorcycle that could win the endurance races; it twice
captured the Milano-Taranto and held the top six spots in a later Motogiro (Ducati Museum).



Al



A Ducati 125 Gran Sport “Marianna” (1955), Ducati Museum in Bologna, Italy. [Fig.3 & 4]

Road racing success was important to the development of the idea of brand reliability for motorcycles with a displacement larger than 50cc.
Makers put out more bikes that could be produced on an industrial scale for the commercial market. The engines were simple and could be
fixed in a hurry on the side of a road during a race, something that appealed to riders looking into a long-term transportation investment.
Pilots carried a small tool kit and a few parts that could be interchanged easily if the motorcycle misbehaved during the race. Help from
mechanics was generally only available at the start and finish lines so racers had to learn to do some wrenching on their own if they wanted
to make it to the next stage. Spectators saw this aspect as well. Motors that were easy to understand and reach meant a quick fix. This
translated to the public, too, when they imagined that recovering from a breakdown on the way to work wouldn't prevent them from losing

wages or risk being fired (Lodi).



Manufacturers reached important conclusions about the potential crossover between the road races and daily use. Production soon
escalated across the industry with MV Agusta and Gilera adapting closed circuit race bikes for the long-distance Motogiro and Milano-Taranto
races in 1957 (Rizzoli 44) and translating them for the public. Other popular bikes included the Rumi 125 Sport, which was made between
1951 and 1958 and appeared in the Milano-Taranto. The cost of this motorcycle declined from 235,000 lire to 185,000 (roughly 1300 Euros
today) as more units were sold and improvements made to production (Sarti 228). Note that the average salary for a factory worker at the
time was about 86,000 lire per month and 115,000 for a white-collar worker (800 and 1000 Euros respectively).[2] Buying a new motorcycle
was expensive but feasible.

The motorcycles were a big draw for the crowds, of course, but so were the riders. Here, too, there was an accessibility to road racing that
meant nearly anyone could imagine himself (generally a “he”) joining in the competition. Although the manufacturers put together their own
teams of highly skilled riders, private individuals could enter the race for a fee of 8000 lira (the equivalent of about 95 Euros today), which
gave them the opportunity to collect prize money from a pool of 2,120,000 lira (about 25 thousand of today's Euros) as well as compete for
various trophies, cups, and even magazine subscriptions. They could also hope to attract the attention of the major brands and be asked to
join their teams. Independent rider Leopoldo Tartarini, for example, won the 1953 Motogiro on a Benelli Leoncino and was then asked to
ride for them. Being on a team meant taking in a respectable middle-class salary; pilots made about 10 times more than mechanics in the
1950s. Some riders, such as Paolo Campanelli, noted that road racing was a way out of poverty in the lean times of the early 1950s, “there
were seven kids in my family and, without a profession, times were very hard...you tried to get a good result in order to earn a bit of money
(Rizzoli 137).” The thrill of victory held extra appeal for anyone going through a rough economic period.

The manufacturers were interested in selling motorbikes to the public and encouraged interactions between racers and regular riders and
admirers. They arranged opportunities for signing autographs at the beginning and end of race days and encouraged public appearances on
their winning motorcycles (Mansueti). Sometimes, however, an enthusiastic Motogiro competitor took it too far, as did Emilio Mendogni, who
was scolded by Afonso Morini of Moto Morini for waving back at the crowds along the route during a race. Morini told Mendogni he was not
out there to “take a stroll with his money (Rizzoli 107)" and to focus on the road. Tensions that mounted when riders were fired or switched
teams to seek more money or opportunities contributed to the lore of the Motogiro. Fans followed their stories with interest. There were not
all the related sponsorships or lavish salaries attached to modern GP racing, of course, but winning riders enjoyed the media spotlight and
hero status.®!

The danger of the Motogiro contributed to its mystique as well but both riders and the public responded to the risks with a certain fatalism.
Winning rider Francesco Villa explained, “In those days, the relationship with death was something altogether different, both for the riders,
who sped around in between walls without any kind of protection, and for the public. | remember in some parts, the spectators sat on walls
on the side of the road and, heedless of the potential danger, they often sat in places where they had to pull their feet away when we came
along, otherwise we would have run over them (Rizzoli 137).” The onlookers wanted to be as close to the action as possible. The riders were
there to race and potentially win and collect prize money. The manufacturers wanted to have their bikes cross the finish line in good
standing. They chose their pilots carefully, excluding individual riders who rode well but were known for having drinking problems or pilots
with bigger egos than skills. Serious accidents or deaths tended to reflect badly on the motorcycles more than on the pilots and left the
public wondering how the machines had failed them. Very few of the professional team riders died in the Motogiro, one to three in most of
the 1950s race years, but there were, not surprisingly, accidents of varying seriousness.

Nonetheless, a major blow to the sport came when disaster struck on the roads in 1957. During the Mille Miglia (Thousand Mile) auto race, a
Spanish driver for Ferrari went off course and into the crowd, killing himself and nine spectators and injuring twenty more. The Italian
government immediately put a ban on all road racing that was held until the late 1960s, when limited time trial races supervised by the FMI
(Federazione Motociclistica Italiana) were allowed, including a version of the Motogiro. The taste for road racing had not gone away despite
the Mille Miglia tragedy. The vintage bike tribute format has been at the core of the structure of the Milano-Taranto and Motogiro races since
they were again re-organized in 1987 and 1989 respectively (Mansueti). Both events, labeled “historical re-enactments,” feature several
categories of motorcycles based on the size and year produced and allow a limited number of participants, usually not more than 200 riders.
Some of the pilots are looking to capture the sensations of their predecessors by understanding the challenges of long competitions in the
saddle. Other riders want to see the backroads of Italy and commune with other vintage bike enthusiasts. The modern versions attract
Italians and non-Italians with a shared passion. Townspeople come out to see them go by and the traditional news and social media cover
the spectacle, often reflecting on the heritage of the early races and their motorcycles and pilots (Motogiro website).

Author Simon Vaukins has written of the importance of the Isle of Man TT to Manx identity, arguing that it has shaped a sense of pride
similar to that of the Tour de France. Despite some of the inconveniences of the race on its residents, a vast majority, about 85% of the Manx
population, say the TT should be supported because it is so integral to the island’'s economic, political, and social life (188). This is despite
several spectator injuries and deaths, including as recently as 2007 when rider Marc Ramsbotham crashed, killing two onlookers (Robertson).
Of course, a small island provides a much different context than Italy, but the idea of the heritage of the TT is also relevant in the case of the
Motogiro and Milano-Taranto. The legacy of road racing continues in Italy. Even non-riders can appreciate the “made in Italy” motorcycle
brands that continue to hold special meaning for their nation’s racing history. And commuters and casual riders feel a little of the excitement
of the pilots of the past as they traverse many of the same roads for work or pleasure. Motorbikes are part of Italian cultural identity and an
integral part of daily life that has held on since this “golden age” of the 1950s.

Notes

[11 A Marian year is a year designated by the Vatican in which Mary, the mother of Jesus, is to be especially revered.

[2] My calculations are based on the FXTOP historical currency converter https://fxtop.com/en/historical-currency-converter.php.

[3] During my Motogiro participation in 2021, | was struck by how many town residents greeted us with food, drinks and other goodies at our

checkpoint stops and asked questions or took photos of us and our motorcycles. | may have even helped sell a few Benellis!
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A typical rest stop during
the Motogiro d’lItalia, where
riders are gathered in a town
square to rest and take in the
local scenery.




D'ITALIA

THE MODERN
MOTOGIRO

Throughout this article,
you'll see QR codes.
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the QR code while on
your camera app, and
a link should appear
on your screen — click
the link to visit the
website. You can also
access the content
by typing in the web
addresses printed next
to each code.

Celebrating traditions and keeping the past alive

By Corey Levenson

The Motogiro d'Italia is renowned as one of Italy’s
legendary multi-stage road races, alongside the
famous Milan-Taranto event and Mille Miglia car
race. In 2024, the organizers of the present-day
event celebrated the 110th anniversary of the
original Motogiro, which first took place in 1914.

Traditionally starting and finishing in Bologna, the Motogiro
ran until 1957 when the Italian government banned all racing on
public roads following a fatal accident at that year's Mille Miglia.

In the early 1990s, the Motogiro was revived as a regular-
ity rally, where careful timekeeping is prioritized over outright
speed. The modern event’s average speed
is kept relatively low to minimize risks
for both riders and spectators. The 2024
Motogiro marked the 33rd year since
this revival and was held from May 19th
to 25th. In tribute to the race’s origins, it
began and ended in Bologna.

The Motogiro offers a unique oppor-
tunity for riders to test their skills while
enjoying Italy's stunning landscapes in
the company of fellow motorcycle enthu-
siasts. It is a special event that honors
the daring racers of the past, the extraor-
dinary motorcycles they rode, and the
beautiful country that has been the back-
drop for these adventures.

This year's event saw around 200 rid-
ers across seven classifications, welcom-
ing participants on virtually any motor-
cycle. The diverse group included 19
riders from the USA, 22 from the UK,
72 from Italy, 25 from Germany, and
others from countries such as Sweden,
Belgium, Greece, Argentina, Turkey and
Poland. The six stages of the race cov-
ered a total of 970 miles at an average
speed of about 35 mph.

The Motogiro is not just about iconic

Riders pause to enjoy a break in a historic town square, surrounded by vintage
motorcycles and centuries-old architecture.

machines, but also about the remarkable individuals who ride
them. The 2024 event included notable figures such as Italo
Forni who won multiple Italian Motocross Championships in
the 1970s, three-time 125cc World Champion Pier Paolo Bianchi
(1976, 1977 & 1980), and Virginio Ferrari, who finished second to
Kenny Roberts in the 1979 500cc World Championship and later
won the 1987 TT Formula 1 World Title. Other distinguished par-
ticipants included car designer Donato Coco, who created well-
known models for both Citroén and Ferrari and was Head of
Design at Lotus from 2009-2014, Moto Mondiale and Superbike
rider Stefano Caracchi, and Luciano Liberati, nephew of 1957
World Champion Libero Liberati.

At the rest stops, it’s easy to be captivated by the array of rare
vintage motorcycles, but it's also worth taking the time to speak
with the riders themselves — there are some truly fascinating
stories among those in the saddles.

l'.-l.-_'l.'-' E I--l-h?--'.l-' e
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The Tehuelches did quite well
considering they were only 75cc.

Rare Argentinians
Return to their Roots

The 2024 Motogiro showcased a diverse
array of motorcycles, featuring not only well-
known marques like Norton, BSA, Triumph and
BMW, but also rarer European brands such
as NSU, Sarolea and Rudge. Italian motor-
cycles were well represented, including the
famous marques Ducati, Moto Guzzi, and MV
Agusta, in addition to lesser-known names
like Bianchi, MotoBi, and Aermacchi. Among
the rarest machines participating were three
Tehuelche motorcycles from Argentina, draw-

in 75cc, 100cc and 125cc categories in local
races in the late ‘50s and early ‘60s. In race
trim, the bikes probably made 12-14bhp and
weighed 145lbs (66kgs).

Over 5,000 Tehuelche motorcycles were pro-
duced between 1957 and 1964. Despite their
small size and simple design, these bikes were
known for their racing success and unique
engineering.

Argentinian Vladimir Nekola has been
instrumental in preserving the Tehuelche
legacy, restoring these bikes and authoring
a book about them. He rode one of three

ing significant attention from even the
most knowledgeable enthusiasts due to
their rarity.

Despite their South American origins,
Tehuelche motorcycles have Italian
roots. In the late 1940s, Italians Giovanni
Raffaldi and Roberto Fattorini moved
to Argentina from Piacenza, spurred
by post-war economic depression in
Italy and inspired by business develop-
ment incentives being offered in South
America. They established a company
in Buenos Aires and, in 1957, launched
the Tehuelche motorcycle, named after
a Patagonian indigenous people.

The bike, built around a bespoke 75¢cc
single-cylinder single overhead-cam
engine with gear-driven camshaft, was
designed for high performance, reach-
ing up to 10,000rpm. Despite having
no oil pump and only three gears, the
Tehuelche achieved significant success

Engine: 75cc air-cooled, all-aluminum, 4-stroke
single-cylinder, gear-driven SOHC, 48mm x
41mm bore and stroke, 6.5:1 compression
ratio, ~Shp @ 6500 rpm

Lubrication: wet sump; no oil pump, splash only

Ignition: magneto

Top Speed: 47mph (75kph) (est.)

Carburetion: Dell'Orto 16mm MA16 (made in
Argentina under license)

Transmission: Monoplate clutch, geared pri-
mary drive, 3-speed gearbox, right side shift,
(one up, two down), chain final drive

Frame/wheelbase: Steel, single loop, tubular/
44" (1118mm)

Suspension: Front: telescopic forks, Rear: swing
arm with twin shock absorbers

Brakes: Single-leading shoe drums, front
(120mm/4.7in) and rear (100mm/3.9in)

Tires: 1-3/8 X 18in front, 2-1/4 x 18in rear

Weight (dry): 145Ib (66kg)

Fuel Capacity: 2.64gal (10ltr)

75cc Tehuelches in the 2024 Motogiro.
Their journey started each day with
early morning checks of nuts, bolts,
spark plugs and contact breakers, a
demonstration of their dedication and
resilience.

The Tehuelches completed the event
despite the bikes’ small size and daily
maintenance demands. The team of
three riders was elated — they had come
to Italy hoping to merely finish a few
stages and learn about the event. The
performance of the bikes was impres-
sive considering they make less than ten
horsepower! Thanks to their indomitable
spirit, the team members were treated as
celebrities during the event.

Their participation in the Motogiro
was made possible through the sup-
port of Burt Richmond, a Chicago-
based moto-enthusiast who intro-
duced Vladimir to the event organizers.
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Left: Vladimir Nekola and the Tehuelche he rode. Upper
right: The three Tehuelches lined up at a rest stop. Lower
right: Tending to the electrics on one of the Tehuelches.

Another supporter was Marcelo Doffo, an Argentine-born
Californian who owns Doffo Wines and has a collection of
over 200 motorcycles (bit.ly/MotoDoffoCollection). Marcelo
and his family provided encouragement and plenty of libation
for the Tehuelche team during the event.

Reflecting on his relationship with the marque, Vladimir
stated, “I was initially attracted to the Tehuelche because it’s
one of very few 100% Argentine motorcycles. It was also a
champion with a sophisticated racing engine — way ahead
of its time. My passion for this bike comes from watching it
as a young boy win so many races. Taking three Tehuelches
to the Motogiro and finishing all six grueling stages was an
epic personal achievement that completed the circle for me.”

Remo’s Ride Rolls On

One of the most fascinating bikes in the 2024 Motogiro was
a well-worn, red 150cc MV Agusta, covered with race stickers
and carrying many old lead scrutineering seals on its head-
tube. On the front fender was riveted a metal badge showing
the image of a classic racer in a pudding basin helmet with
an Italian tricolor stripe, the name “R. Venturi” and the name
Spoleto on the chin strap. This bike, it turns out, was ridden in
many events by the famed Italian racer Remo Venturi.

In the 1950s and ‘60s, Remo competed on various machines
ranging from 125cc to 500cc, racing for manufacturers such as
DKW, Morini, Mondial, MV Agusta, Bianchi, Benelli and Gilera.
He gained initial fame by winning the Milan-Taranto road race
in 1954 on a 175¢cc Mondial. In 1957, he famously won the final
Motogiro d'Italia on a double-overhead cam 175cc MV Agusta.

Remo raced factory 500cc Grand Prix MV Agustas as team-

More about Vladimir and his work can be found
on his website:
TehuelchelaMotocicleta.com.ar/.

mate to multiple-time World Champion John Surtees. In
1959 and 1960, he finished second to Surtees in the 500cc
World Championship. Remo was a four-time Italian National
Champion on 500cc MV Agustas (1959, 1960 & 1962) and
on a Bianchi in 1964. Remo was part of the “Golden Age” of
racing, competing alongside legends like John Surtees, Mike
Hailwood, Giacomo Agostini and Renzo Pasolini.

Even after retiring from professional racing, Remo contin-
ued riding a small-displacement MV Agusta in various events.
He rode the modern Milan-Taranto in 2004 at age 77, 50 years
after his first win. He also participated in the 2007 Motogiro
d'ltalia, 50 years after his 1957 victory, and last rode the
Motogiro in 2017 at the age of 90.

In 2023, Californian Barry Porter acquired Remo’s 1959 MV
Agusta 150cc RS (Rapido Sport) from Remo’s son. Barry rode
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~10hp @ 6400rpm (stock)
Lubrication: wet sump
Ignition: flywheel magneto

(stock was 16mm M16)

50.4in (1280mm)
arm with twin shock absorbers
Tires: 2-3/4 x 18in front & rear

Weight (dry): 242Ib (110kg)
1 a Fuel Capacity: 3.70gal (14ltr)

scrutineering seals attest to the bike’s pedigree.

the MV in the 2024 edition of the Motogiro d'Italia and Milan-
Taranto, winning his class in the latter event. The bike has
been upgraded with more compliant telescopic forks, a gas
tank from a mid-"70s MV Agusta 125, a hump-back racing seat,
and alloy rims.

About owning the bike, Barry said, “I'm pleased to be able to
keep it in the public eye by riding in events like the Motogiro
and Milano Taranto. These events provide the opportunity

bl

The Nigelli Collection is focused on bikes made near Bologna.
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REMO VENTURI’S 1959
MV AGUSTA 150 RS

(“RAPIDO SPORT”)

Engine: 150.1cc air-cooled all aluminum OHV
4-stroke pushrod single-cylinder, 59.5mm x 54
mm bore and stroke, 8.5:1 compression ratio,

Top Speed: 72mph (115kph) (stock)
Fueling: Dell'Orto 22mm MB22B carburetor

Transmission: Wet multi-plate clutch, geared
primary drive, 4-speed gearbox with right side
shifter (one up, three down), chain final drive

Frame/wheelbase: Steel tubular, single loop,

Suspension: Front: telescopic forks, Rear: swing

Brakes: Single-leading shoe drums, front (150
mm/5.9in) and rear (125 mm/4.9in)

Left: Remo riding the Motogiro in 2016 at 89 years old. Center: Remo’s badge graces the front fender. Right: The

to display vintage motorcycles, and Remo's MV Agusta was
clearly built to be ridden. I'm honored to be the next person
to enjoy riding it.”

Remo is still with us. During the 2024 Milano-Taranto, when
the race passed through Remo’s hometown of Spoleto, the
organization sent delegates to visit and honor the 97-year-old
legend on the 70th anniversary of his 1954 win.

For those interested in his remarkable life, Paolo Ciri has

» Museums and
the Motogiro

In the realm of motorized transport, Italy has a rich
history of innovative and attractive industrial design
coupled with manufacturing excellence. There are
numerous museums throughout the country that show-
case those traditional attributes.

During the 2023 edition of the Motogiro, one of
the rest stops included a visit to the Piaggio Museum
in Pontadera (www.MuseoPiaggio.it/en). This museum
showcases a wide range of two-wheeled treasures from
brands such as Moto Guzzi, Gilera, Aprilia, and Vespa,
all part of the Piaggio family.

The 2024 Motogiro featured additional visits to
several remarkable museums. One of the highlights
was the Ducati Museum in Bologna, located in Borgo
Panigale, home to the Ducati factory. Riders stopped for
a photo-op at the factory on the final day of the event.
The Ducati Museum, with its rich history of the brand,
is a must-see for any motorcycle enthusiast, and tours
of the museum and factory can be booked directly
through the Ducati website (bit.ly/4gHcqIB).

Another notable stop was the Righini Collection in
Panzano, housed in a rustic brick building. The collec-
tion is renowned for its historic Alfa Romeos but also
includes a selection of beautiful classic motorcycles
(bit.ly/470xGlv). In addition, the Museo Nicolis in



Left: Remo Venturi on an MV Agusta 250 at Imola in 1956. Right: The current custodian of the Remo Venturi bike is

Barry Porter.

written a small but excellent biography titled Remo Venturi and
the Golden Age of Motorcycle Racing. This book is a tribute to one
of the greats of motorcycle racing history.

The 2025 Motogiro d’ltalia

The next Motogiro d'ltalia event will take place from May
18-24, 2025, starting and finishing in Pesaro, located on the
Adriatic Coast. Pesaro is historically significant in the motorcy-

Villafranca di Verona offered an impres-
sive and diverse collection. Spanning over
65,000 square feet, the museum holds
about 200 cars, 100 motorcycles, 110 bicy-
cles, and other fascinating items like cam-
eras, typewriters and Formula One steering
wheels (www.MuseoNicolis.com/en).

The spectacular Nigelli Collection in
Monte San Pietro, focusing on motorcycles
from the Bologna region, also made the
list of museum visits. This collection holds
over 100 motorcycles dating from 1920 to
1970, alongside around 250 motorcycle
engines (www.CollezioneNigelli.com). |
was amazed at how many lovely machines
had been made by manufacturers that
I’d never heard of. The cherry on top was
bumping into renowned motorcycle tuner
and my old friend, Reno Leoni, while at
this museum. He lives not far away and just
happened to be visiting with his family.

One of the stops during the 2024 tour
included the Ferrari Museum in Modena.
Unfortunately, due to long lines, there
wasn’t enough time to go inside.

Looking ahead, the 2025 edition of the Motogiro will con-
tinue the tradition of making museum visits an integral part of
the event. Participants will have the chance to visit the Benelli
Museum in Pesaro (bit.ly/3XEBI1e), the National Motorcycle

cle world, being the home of Benelli motorcycles, Morbidelli,
and MotoBi, and has a rich legacy of Italian motorcycle manu-
facturers and racers.

The route will also include a stop in Terni, where the Moto
Club Terni, the organizer of the event, is based. In 2025, Moto
Club Terni will celebrate its 100th anniversary. Terni has a sto-
ried motorcycle heritage, being home to past champions like
Mario Umberto “Baconin” Borzacchini, Libero Liberati, and

Lots of lovely vintage racebikes at the Ducati museum.

Museum in Rimini (bit.ly/4dna132), the famous Battisti
Collection in Pesaro, and the Air Force Historical Museum.
These additions are sure to enhance what is already an iconic
event for motorcycle enthusiasts.
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Paolo Pileri, as well as current stars such as World Superbike
racer Danilo Petrucci.

There are enough classes that any motorcycle is eligible
to participate and compete against the clock. The “Heritage
Category” is for any bike made between 1914 and 1949. A
“Historical Recalling” category lumps together bikes made
between 1950 and 1958 (up to 175cc) as well as bikes
made between 1959 to 1969 (any displacement). The “1960s
Historical Re-Enactment Category” includes scooters and
sidecars made between 1959 and 1969. The “Classic Category”
is for sidecars and motorcycles made between 1970 and 1990.

Modern Leoncino 500 Trail model. It still has a lion on
the front fender.
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A trio of beautiful Italian machines await the day’s ride.

The “Motogiro d'Italia Category” includes anything made after
1991. Finally, there is a separate “Scooter Category” for scoot-
ers made after 1970. There is an umbrella category for anyone
who wishes to ride but non-competitively. This is the “Tourist
Category” and is open to any bike, sidecar, or scooter.

Participants typically ride their own machines, but owning a
classic bike is not a necessity. MotoTouring, run by Eligio Arturi
in Milan, offers vintage bike rentals for the event, allowing
more enthusiasts to join in on the experience (MotoTouring.
com/about). Alternatively, you can contact the organizers at
info@motogiroitalia.it and inquire about the availability of
bikes for rent. One can even rent a modern Ducati, scooter or
other bike to ride as a Tourist.

You can also ship your own bike to Italy, either via air freight
(fast but expensive) or by sea (cheaper but not as fast). Figure
on $1000-3000 each way depending on shipping method, etc.
Those who have gone this route say it's probably not worth it
unless you plan to leave a bike over there for future adventures.
Eligio at Mototouring can help with shipping and bike transport
and storage in Italy if you choose to pursue this option.

Massimo Mansueti, President of Moto Club Terni, explained
the choice of the 2025 route: “The choice of Pesaro as the start

Benelli Motorcycles

Benelli is a venerable Italian motorcycle manufacturer with
a long and storied history. The company was founded in 1911
by six Benelli brothers in Pesaro, Italy. In 1921, they introduced
their first production motorcycle, and soon after, their 175cc
four-stroke race bike won multiple Italian Championships in
1927, 1928, 1930, and 1931. Notably, Benelli has won the
250cc World Championship twice — in 1950 with rider Dario
Ambrosini and again in 1969 with Kel Carruthers. In 1951, they
launched their famous “Leoncino” model, which went on to
win the Motogiro d’ltalia in 1953.

The company faced financial struggles in the 1970s but was
revitalized when Argentinian entrepreneur Alejandro De Tomaso
acquired it. Under De Tomaso’s leadership, Benelli launched the
world’s first production six-cylinder motorcycles, the legendary
750cc and 900cc “Sei” models.

Today, Benelli is owned by the Chinese Qianjiang Group.
However, design, marketing and some manufacturing remain
based in Pesaro, Italy. The company’s design hub, the Centro
Stile Benelli, was established in 2015 to ensure that all models



The vintage steeds require frequent attention.

and finish location was made because the city is important in
the history of world motorcycling. Pesaro has been the city of
the motorbike for almost 100 years. Also, in 2025, our Terni
motorbike club will celebrate our 100th anniversary, and we
felt it was our duty to honor our city and our centenary with
two stages in our city and the beautiful and unique places that
surround it. Our goal is to strongly tell its history and passion
for motorbikes, cars, engines, and racing.”

Registration for the 2025 Motogiro is now open, with the
total cost being €2,100. This fee includes all hotels, transfers,
breakfasts, and dinners, with a €700 deposit due at registra-
tion. Registration is open until April 10, 2025, but keep in mind
that the 2024 event was fully booked by the end of December
2023. The organizers will accept the first 200 applications and
create a waiting list for additional applicants.

US travelers going to Pesaro should probably plan to fly into
one of the two main airports in the Emilia-Romagna region:
Bologna (BLQ) or Rimini (RMI). The Bologna airport is larger
and offers more flight options, and there are high-speed trains
to Pesaro, a trip of about an hour and a half. Flying into Rimini
puts you much closer to Pesaro — about 30-40 minutes away
by car — but there are fewer flights serving the smaller airport.

reflect Benelli’s heritage
while embracing modern
aesthetics. Chief Designer
Stefano Casanova and his
team play a vital role in
maintaining this balance
between tradition and
innovation.

Benelli generously spon-
sored the modern Motogiro
d’Italia and offered me a
2023 Benelli 500 Leoncino
Trail to ride in the 2024
event. This 500cc, water-
cooled, fuel-injected, paral-  The original Benelli Leoncino.
lel-twin motorcycle gener-
ates 46.9hp at 8500rpm and 33.2Ib-ft of torque at 3000rpm,
weighing 456 pounds. The bike’s capable suspension, Brembo
brakes, and moderate weight made it well-suited for the nar-
row, twisty roads on the Motogiro route.

The Motogiro d'ltalia is an incredible experience, offering
beautiful scenery, challenging roads and rewarding camara-
derie. The blend of historic machines, unique venues and a
diverse group of international moto-enthusiasts creates unfor-
gettable memories.

For more information and the proposed
itinerary, visit the event’s website:
www.Motogiroltalia.it/en/

There’s a useful FAQ page here:
www.Motogiroltalia.it/en/faq/

Document summarizing the rules for the
2025 event here: www.Motogiroltalia.it/
en/Rules-Excerpt/

The company describes the
Leoncino as a symbol of their
ongoing passion for motorcycles
and [talian craftsmanship, blend-
ing classic design with modern
engineering. The 500 Leoncino
Trail is priced around $7,000 in
the U.S. market and has proven
to be a well-rounded, fine-han-
dling machine. Benelli continues
to offer a wide range of models
across various global markets,
and their full US lineup is avail-
able on their website (www.
Benelli.com/us-en).

The 2025 edition of the
Motogiro will begin and end in Pesaro, Benelli’s hometown,
and the company’s ongoing support for the Motogiro and
their strong presence at the event further solidifies the com-
pany’s long-time standing in the world of Italian motorcycles.
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